MANZANAR NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Marzanar Mational Historic
histonical eras. The Paiute anl
Shoshone people oooupied the
vicinity for centuries. In the late
nineteenth century, a catile
here. In the early 1900'sthe
fown of Maneanar grew tobe a
thriving fruit growing orchard
cormmmunity. By 1913, the city of
acpeeduct and owned 95% of the
Orvers Valley. The town of
Manzanar was then abandoned

Photo By Guss L. Vopalensky and the land rermained vacant
untifil the: redocation center was constructed in March 1942, Manzanar National Historic Site was established
i 1966 "o prowvide for the protection and nterpretation of historic, cultural, and ratural resourmes. associated
with the relocation of Japanese Americans during Word War 1L

The camp consisted of 36 blocks of wooden bamacks within a confined one square- mile area. The Intermees
sowuehit to establish some sernblance of noemal life whilke atternpting o overcome the traurma of forced
evacuation and uncertain future, The camp population, throagh its strength and resourcefulness, beautified
the barracks with gardens and ponds. They built a city, a microcosm of an American society, much like what
thery bead 1o besnve behind.

A total of 11,400 people were processed through this relocation center,  Manzanar, the only camp o have an
orphanage housed 110 chikdren the yvoungest beang 6 monthes old.

The annual pilerimesss. sporsored by The Marranar Committes, is held on the last Saturday of April near the
cemetery monument.  Former infermees, their descendants, friends and general public join for a day of
remembrance, education and rededication of the: cemetery in religious (Christian and Buddhist) ceremonies.
Chni thiis clay, the War Belocation Center s brought (o life by the mesnories o its fommer residents.

As part of the Save America’s Tressures millenmium grant, the historic perimeter barbed wire fence that
enclosed the living area of the camp will be refwilt. Plans are underway to adaptively restore the Audiforium
1 b the fubure: Visitor Center/Park Headouarters. Construction begins in 2001 and shoulkd be conmpleted by
Cetober 2002, Other projects (o be completed in the future inchade the reconstroction of one of eight guand
towwers, at least one barack and infemee built ganden and ponds.
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