OLD MINING TOWNS

KEELER AND DARWIN

This story was sponscred courtesy of Chwens Valley Maortuary

In 1883 the Carson and Colorado Railroad was
built from Belleville, Nevada, across the White
Mounitains to Benton and dossm into the Oners
Valley where the rail line ended in the own ol
Kecler.,

Weith the corming of the railrosd, bege mertde
fuarTies were opened near Keeler, producing a
rreterial which tests proned to be stronger in
crushirg resistance than any other known
Ultirnatedy the material was used for finishing
the Mills Builclinig in San Francisco and the
floor at the Los Angeles Airport.

The arrival of the rail ne and stagecoach in
Kesder was a greal evenl Passengers came in
on the evening train twice a week to take the
stagze on the following day to Mojgave
Passengers spent the lavover at the Lake View
Hetel, later the newme changed o the Hotel
Eeeler, The hotel bumed down on March 19,
1598

300 people beed in o near the town of Keeler
in the 1880s, most af themn miners who lved in
tenits, caves, rockwall wind breakers and a few
in cahsires.
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Darwin was founded in 1874 and in 1877

the population was 45000 about the same
as Los Angeles in that same year. There
wiere 20 saloors on the main strest and 2l
disputes were handled by the “Constahle”,
M. Colt. An inferesting piece of history
hes 1o do with an infarmous Califormiz
outlany know as Threefingered Jack, who
waas Killed in Darwin

The town has been bumed out by fire on
three separate cocasions. Only one of the
oniginal buildingss still stands today.
Seven milles west of Darwin in Old Fort
Coso, was the site off 3 dilferent massaoes
of settlers by indians. Two miles farther
west is the old gold camp of Coso, which
Hoursshed in the Late 18505 and the early
1850s. Three miles away is Cole Springs.
where Mesacans ook oul milbors of dollars
in gold. Thirteen miles from Cole Springs
in Kingzs Carvvon, histonc petroghyphs are:
fourcd. This area is now restricted.
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